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Figure 1: Vicinity map1  

 

Location: East of Bartlett Island, Blue Hill Bay, Mount Desert, Hancock County, Maine 

 

Purpose: Experimental lease for the suspended culture of blue mussels (Mytilus edulis), hard clams 

(Mercenaria mercenaria), soft-shelled clams (Mya arenaria), razor clams (Ensis directus), 

American/eastern oysters (Crassostrea virginica), European oysters (Ostrea edulis), sea scallops 

(Placopecten magellanicus), green sea urchins (Strongylocentrotus droebachiensis) 

 

 

Site Review by: Jon Lewis and Marcy Nelson  

Report Preparation by: Marcy Nelson, Flora Drury, and Jon Lewis   July 29, 2019 

                                                      
1All figures in this report were created in ArcMap version 10.6 using digitized NOAA Nautical Charts or geo-referenced 

aerial photographs provided by The Maine Office of GIS (orthoRegional2014 and 

orthoCoastalDownEastCoast2008). 
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On June 7, 2019, Maine Department of Marine Resources (MDMR) scientists Jon Lewis and 

Marcy Nelson, and aquaculture hearings officer Amanda Ellis, visited the proposed experimental 

aquaculture lease. MDMR staff arrived on site at approximately 10:55 am. Low tide was predicted 

to occur at 8:33 am2.  

The applicant is requesting 1.113 acres east of Bartlett Island in Great Cove, Blue Hill Bay, Mount 

Desert, for the suspended culture of shellfish. The proposed lease would expand upon the applicantôs 

existing Limited Purpose Aquaculture (LPA) licenses (Figure 4). The applicant proposes to deploy a 

combination of up to 800 oyster bags or 100 OysterGroTM systems containing the bags, 20 floating 

crates, 100 cages, 200 feet of longline, 1 lantern net, and rafts with a combined measurement of 

80 feet long by 12 feet wide4.  

 

General Characteristics 
 

The proposed site is situated in subtidal waters to the east of Bartlett Island, in Great Cove (Images 1-7). 

The adjacent shoreline of Bartlett Island is undeveloped and characterized by a gradually sloping 

intertidal leading to mature, primarily coniferous, forest. Buildings are present in the interior of the island 

and to the south, near Birch Cove. 

 

 
Image 1: Facing southwest, towards the Bartlett Is. shore, from southeast corner 

 of proposed lease (June 7, 2019). 

                                                      
2 http://tbone.biol.sc.edu/tide/tideshow.cgi 
3 Applicant originally requested 1.00 acres. MDMR calculations, based on the provided coordinates,  

indicate the area is 1.11 acres. 
4 Application; pages 7 and 13-17 
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Image 2: Facing west from the southeast corner of the proposed lease (June 7, 2019) 

 
Image 3: Facing northwest from the southeast corner of the proposed lease (June 7, 2019) 
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Image 4: Facing northwest from the southeast corner of the proposed lease (June 7, 2019) 

 
Image 5: Facing east from the southeast corner of the proposed lease (June 7, 2019) 

 


